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U.S.Saysj^'ATO Agrees to Spend Mare, 



By Walter S. MoesaKRC - ^ 

staff Reporter of TBmWALX^^mvt JOOiUf AL 

BRUSSELS-The claimed victoiy! 
yesterday, halfway a^^twchday meet 

ing of Western defeqse-minteters^; in Jts ef* 
forts to get Allied nations to speixl more on 
conventional armsJn BniapeL 

U.S* officials^'<attci!nited:4he Am^can 


success jp^tiy tOfft gfebnaysAmericaa mteu^ 


gence bneimg presented mmng uiesesa^ 


^ he nrienng's message jw^that Soviet miff 
tary pbwer^h^ tinwim tremeKtousiy ^ 
^nt years and tha^vRussiaS ieadera 


fe tempted lo use 

At a background ses^ for reportai 
two ^or Pentagon officiah,^wbo declined 
to be identified, vsaidr-defe^ ministera^^ 
theNofth/Ad^ticTseaty^Or^^ 
agreed to formally^ r^affliin: NATO’s ded- 
^.on, adopted in 1917,^ tiy to increase each 
member, nation's ."ddfeoM ^;5>endi^3Jt-a 
year; after inflatidi6> f ' t 

In' addition; 


said, the ministers^ agreed tojnclude lan- 
guage in a communique due^today that calls 
for efforts beyond the 3%- rise by those coun- | 
tries able to afford more^ ' and sets new 
spending for mmtary*fadllties,; sudi asair- 
. fields.*' ■* •/**'“* '• *; V.'— 

Doubts Europeaiu^Cmtlll^ 

German and Britidtf dlfic^^ 
the decision to reafflra the 3% goal throng 
1988 and tb spehd^ore on lacihtS«L 
ever, they express, doubts thatitiost BUro* 
pean governments wimldrbeadetoin^ the 
target,* which •hasir’t t^nfidfided'hilno^ 
nations so far, Whafsnme^they'described 
support for the U.Sr>sdtloif as hal^^ 
and claimed the Gennans-i^ managed tn 
pare back the £iguresOD^]i0r.fadllties. T ^ 
The U.S. officials said thejnhdstas' de^ 
cisions came after’ Defease Secretary Cas- 
p^ Weinberger nnd oth» America offi- 
cials had presented~a: *'gsira*^-z^^ on the 
growth of Soviet military p o we r. According 
to the Americansr the US. bribing "had a 
deep and profound^lmpact*!!^ fite minis* 
ters, most of' whos^gornnmentrhave op- 
posed the Z% target aa.nnfair and unrealJs^; 
tic. ^ ^ ■^■•''•.•'..4 

IXiring the briefing. the^U:S. said Soviet 
forces "have achieved^the: capacity for^ex^* 
tended, intensive combat in die central re- 
gicm" of Etirope. In addition, the US: said 
the Soviets are buildtng. many more ^anes 
and ships than the West and claimed Soviet: 
weapons pn)ductlon'Ci 4 iacity has gzbwn 31% 
since 1970. . ^ . ;-.w. 


* Mr. Weinberger warned that because of a 
massive Soviet arms buildup accompanied 
by 10 years of lagging efforts in the West, 
there is ' ^unpreceden ted danger" ahead dur- 
ing the.l980Sv^-fi::^--v ■ 

/The current and prospective leaders of 
the SovietXlrilOii,'Vthe Defense Secretary de-^ 
dared, ,'‘may-l^ impelled by their lack of 
^success -ill other fields to turn, increasingly 
to the one field iii which they have both con- 
fidence ? .. and V capability . ~ . stark military 
powerand igiUtary.pireate^^^^ . 

'W(±iberg^Ai^ 40 ;|^Dy^ '•« 

Vv^«^jiVeinbi^ger!s::;aii^ 

to take a more serious view'” of the Soviet 
threat Ha.als» sQUght agreement on a very , 
large conventional anns buU^p^in '^rop»' 
as part of the secret, defens^guidaiice" for 
the period 1983 is 

scheduled to produce;?®'^'’*?^^-^'^^^;;^ : 

It won't be knpwiilrwhelllf^fie: wEc^ed 
in there tasks . untU^toX.commnnique is is* 

' sued today and its language is dosdy exam- 
S'ined.,; , v .. 

. Nonethdess. any reafOnnation of the 3 % 
target especially if bolstered. by language 
'treafiag the figure as a-minimum and by an 
ambitious defense plan fiirough 1988 . would 
,be atleast a symbolic win for the Keagan 
administration. : which is raising defense 
spending while European govenuiioits cut 
thdrsback. . . . ; . 

i .vwhen he first took office in January. Mr. 
JiVdnbetger himself criticized the 3 % target 
as an overly rigid- way of measuring ihili* 
tary effort Since. then, howevar. he has 
come to' regard it as a usefut'^if midmal 
benchrnark to be used in coitjunction with; 
s^pedfic pledges to take: particular:.actions to' 
i^rove defense. ■ X ;. V-:' • •' ' 

I Ey contrast European mlnist^ haven’t 
tried ' to ^hide their disdain for- the- 37 <r lan- 
'gitagel 'A conununique issued -Monday 1 ^ 
;Eui^iean'NATO members' omitted-'any ref^ 
^oenoe to the goal,, in contrast tb~last De-: 
jcdn^^s European statementil'j^;.*^:.; 

^Insaffident ' NATO SapportW . : ? 

i hhr. Weinberger's easel was '.backed by- 
NATO’s military -commanders,.- who have 
,tdd the ^fense mirristdrs that member nav 
tions aren’t doing enough- to maintain the al* 
.Uaoce’s conventional . defenses.. As. a result 
•th^arguer the West -is being forced to 
!too heavily on hudear defeiise^i'which is dif^ 
;ficult to deploy and is negated Soviet nu*’ 

• )dear powdr_ — ,. 4 ~, ... • 

Canadian Adrtiiial E 9 l>eHli.Fdl^ dia(p^' 


-rnan'df NATO’s' rotary coiiitnitte^ wiarnW 
the rninisters^ that NASA’s (ionyaittonal de-' 
.terient could'b&los^entirely over die’ri^ 
five years uoless-spending rises sharply. Ha 
urged /;<toncret«^.:.aatioB* to; back;Up v^e, 
pledges’ of support including improvemaits 
to NATO’s costly air defense system. A [, 

!*, .. Adiiu. aannittae teported th^'^. 
;viettroopsfaro l^g reorgaatedwith added 
itanks in. eachittnit that the Riuadans are de- 
iploytog equiptpeqt Arc added divisens. and. 
:tfaat the Red Army has finally gained the lor 
■Ijsttcal support .to; fight long., to- 

tense battles.^; . . : X; ■ 

;; He predicted NATO would grant U.s: re-- 
.^ests to cooperate with' the U.S. forces pijr 
I'tecttog the Persian Gulf by granting indirect 
'aid, such, as overflfj^ttrights. ar^ acT^ 
tivdy Mptag in to:n)^of crisis. k- - 
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